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Charles IV. had a great fancy for objects of this
nature; he was in the habit of making tours in his
kingdom in order to collect them, begging them
from churches or monasteries, and giving in re-
turn privileges and sanctions. It is possible he also
had an eye to St. Thomas's bones, but among the
rich booty he took with him from Liibeck, we find no
mention of such relics.

It was before St Gertrude's Chapel, then, that
Charles and his great suite halted, and here he and
his empress put on their imperial robes previous to
entering the city. This done, they were greeted by a
procession that came forth from the gates to welcome
them. It consisted of the temporal and spiritual
lords of the town, the leading men, and the most
lovely and notable of its women. They carried before
them a crucifix and a casket containing relics. Both
the emperor and his consort kissed these with great
fervour. Then two stately horses, richly caparisoned,
were brought before them, upon which they mounted.
That of the emperor was led by two burgomasters,
that of the empress by two town councillors. Eight
young patricians carried a baldachino of rich stuffs
over the heads of the imperial pair. In front of the
emperor rode a councillor, bearing aloft on a pole
the keys of the city; while he was flanked by two
imperial dukes, carrying respectively the sword and
the sceptre of the empire. In front of the empress
rode the archbishop, bearing the imperial globe.
Behind followed all the nobles, the suite, the men-at-
arms.

Such was the procession that moved from St. Ger-